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Agenda 
•  Why eduGAIN? 

•  Status 

•  GÉANT Data Protection Code of Conduct 

•  Scalable Attribute Release 
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Why Interfederation? 
•  Federations are mostly of national scope 

•  Services may need to register in multiple federations to serve all their users. 
That's time consuming and becomes a huge overhead. 
e.g. EBSCO Publishing is registered in 21 federations! 

•  Research projects are mostly multi-national 

•  Interconnecting national federations ➔ Interfederation  

➔ Register the IdP or SP in only one federation and enable it 
for interfederation 
•  Enable the IdP for interfederation 

➔ Its users will be able access services from other federations 

•  Enable the SP for interfederation 
➔ The service can serve users from other federations  
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Interfederation Status 
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•  eduGAIN in Total (Aug. 2015) 
•  1406 IdPs, 959 SPs 

•  Status in CH 
•  20 IdPs enabled 

~ 52% of the accounts 
•  8 SPs enabled 
•  31 institutions signed the 

Interfederation Access Declaration 

https://www.switch.ch/aai/interfederation 

http://www.edugain.org 
 

https://technical.edugain.org/status.php 

http://www.edugain.org
https://technical.edugain.org/status.php
https://www.switch.ch/aai/interfederation
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eduGAIN Adoption Width vs. Depth 
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•  Good federation adoption (Width) 
•  Entity Adoptions (Depth) is growing for IdPs (150% increase from 2014 to 2015)  

•  Not every SP and IdP has requirements to interfederate 



© 2015 SWITCH 

GÉANT Code of Conduct – Data Protection within eduGAIN 
 

•  The method is based on the EU Data Protection directives 
•  That will encourage the Home Organisation IdP to release attributes 

We need to increase the trust in Service Providers (SPs) 

Commit to 

Commit to 

SP 

SP 

SP Commit to 

HO 

HO 

HO 
Learn SP’s commitment 

Learn SP’s commitment 

Learn SP’s commitment GÉANT 
Data 
protection 
Code of 
Conduct 

•  Data Protection Code of Conduct for SPs in EU/EEA 
•  SAML2 profile for the Data Protection Code of Conduct 
•  Entity category attribute definition for the Code of Conduct 

Code of Conduct Toolkit 
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Attribute Release Rules 7 
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Attribute Release Settings (1) 
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Attribute Release Settings (2) 
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Why should you care? 

There are 8176 international 
projects with participants from 
Switzerland in the CORDIS [1] 
database of the European 
Commission 

Probably some researchers 
from your institution are 
participating in one of them  
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[1] Community Research and Development Information Service 
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One example 11 

DARIAH 
• Digital Research Infrastructure for the Arts and 

Humanities 

Cooperating Swiss partners 
• University of Basel 
• University of Bern 
• University of Geneva 
• University of Lausanne 
• University of Zurich 
• Swiss Academy of Humanities and Social Sciences 


